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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Schools and Libraries Universal ) CC Docket No. 02-6
Service Support Mechanism )
                                                                      )

Comments of the Alaska Telephone Association

In Response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Released January 25, 2002

The Alaska Telephone Association (�ATA�) represents fourteen rural incumbent local

exchange carriers.  Within the service areas of these companies are the most remote communities

in the United States; the vast majority of which are accessible only by air or water.  While

distance, terrain, weather conditions, and economies of scale contribute to the high individual

loop costs, these same circumstances enhance the need for, and value of, telecommunications

services for the rural residents.  The E-Rate program has brought affordable Internet access to

schools and libraries and has enhanced the opportunities for education in many of these remote

communities.  We appreciate this effort by the Commission in seeking suggestions to streamline

and improve the program.

Administrative Efficiency

While maintaining a program substantially free from fraud and abuse, the ATA supports

a maximum effort to achieve administrative efficiency.  The annual application process requires a

number of steps that begin with a bona fide request for services by filing an FCC Form 470 with

the Universal Service Administrative Company (�USAC�).  Upon receipt of the Form 470,

USAC posts it on its website for review by service providers.  We believe the posting is necessary

to permit potential providers to be made aware of the requests for provision of services, however

there should be some consideration given to prior-year E-rate program participants such that there

is an assumption of eligibility and the administrative burden on the participant and USAC of

verifying eligibility is reduced as compared to a new applicant.
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Recognizing that as the benefits of the Schools and Libraries program to rural

communities and citizens is substantial, the cost of the program is also significant.  Efforts to

insure administrative efficiency will allow more dollars to be directed to the services and

equipment that accomplish the intended goals.

The ATA intends to review the suggestions offered by other entities and participate

further in the docket during the reply comment cycle.

Respectfully submitted,

ALASKA TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

April 5, 2002 By: _______________________
James Rowe
Executive Director

Alaska Telephone Association
201 E. 56th, Suite 114
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

(907) 563-4000
jrowe@arctic.net


